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THE KIDSON TRACK,

WAPET ROAD AND

THE NYANGUMART A
HIGHWAN

Wapet Road, which the present-day Nyangumarta
Highway largely follows, was bulldozed through the Great
Sandy Desert in 1965 by West Australian Petroleum Pty Ltd
(WAPET). The road led to the 4,431 metre deep Kidson No
1 Oil Well that was spudded by the WAPET team on 21st
November 1965 (later abandoned in July 1966). The Kidson
No 1 Oil Well site is situated outside Nyangumarta county
about 50km south-west of Canning Stock Route Well 33 on
the Martu native title determined lands.

Wapet road originally covered a Since the WAPET team built the road
distance of about 660 kilometres in the 1960s it has remained the
starting from the Great Northern only road traversing Nyangumarta
Highway to an airstrip about 340 country from east to west. Most
kilometres south-east. It then ran of the surrounding desert to the

300 kilometres further to the Kidson north and south of the road is

No 1 Oil Well. largely impassable to vehicles in any

practical sense. Nyangumarta people
have used the road since it was first
built and continue to use it frequently
today. In 2014 the Nyangumarta
Warrarn Aboriginal Corporation
renamed the track the Nyangumarta
Highway to honour its significance

as the only road running through the
heart of their desert country.

Kidson No 1 Oil Well was named
by the WAPET team after Edward
Kidson, an early geophysicist
originally from New Zealand who
conducted an expedition along the
newly completed Canning Stock
Route in 1914 to measure and map
the earth’s regional magnetic field.
The Kidson Track also references
the Kidson sub-basin which is the
geographical sub-region also named
after Edward Kidson.

The WAPET team are reported to
have referred to the track as the
Kidson Track because it went to
Kidson No 1 oil well. Later users of
the track probably called the track
Wapet road after the company that
pbuilt it. Both names have been used
interchangeably since the late 1960s
and publically available maps may
show one or both names.

Nyangumarta Warrarn Aboriginal Corporation wishes to thank Exploroz for permission to
use information from the Kidson Track entry on their website.
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THE NYANGUMART A

The Nyangumarta are a
desert and coastal people
who in pre-contact times
followed a pattern of
seasonal mobility between
the coast and the Great
Sandy Desert.

The Nyangumarta native title
determination area is located in

the North-West Pilbara region of
Western Australia. The coastal
section of Nyangumarta country is
transected by the former Kimberley
“De Grey” stock route and the
Great Northern Highway. The stock
route is dotted with "government
wells” many of which bear names of
Aboriginal origin and would appear
to have been originally sunk on top
of former native soaks, claypans or
wells. The Nyangumarta people’s
extensive knowledge of water
sources along the coastal strip is
indicative of their long and sustained
habitation of the area.

The Nyangumarta native title lands
encompass all or part of Wallal
Downs, Mandora and Anna Plains
pastoral leases. The pastoral leases
coexist with Nyangumarta native title
rights and interests, however the

form of native title on the pastoral
leases is known as non-exclusive
possession.

European pastoral settlement of
Nyangumarta land was sporadic in
the late 19th century, unlike country
to the west in the Pilbara and north
in the Kimberley where settlement
rapidly followed explorers’ glowing
descriptions of the country’s
potential for exploitation for the cattle
and sheep trade. As a consequence,
a significant European presence on
and near Nyangumarta land did not
occur until the very late 19th century,
and was only well established in the
early years of the 20th century.

During the late 19th and early 20th
century, Nyangumarta people were
most likely involved with the pastoral
industry along Eighty Mile Beach.
The establishment of the Wallal
Telegraph Office in 1897 and the
subsequent distribution of rations
from the depot supplemented
Nyangumarta and other Aboriginal
people’s opportunistic and seasonal
exploitation of coastal resources.
Aboriginal use of ration depot
resources to supplement traditional
livelihoods was common across
Western Australia from the late

19th century into the mid-20th
century. It was the established way
in which desert and other Aboriginal
groups slowly transitioned from a
traditional nomadic lifestyle to ways
of living that incorporated European
influences. As the pastoral industry
slowly developed in the north-west
in the early 20th century it also
increasingly came to rely heavily on
unpaid and/or underpaid Aboriginal
labour. This period came rapidly to
an end from 1968 onwards when
the Commonwealth Conciliation
and Arbitration Commission ruled
that Aboriginal people working in
the pastoral industry must be paid
the same wages as non-Aboriginal
people. Many Nyangumarta,
however, continued to live and work
on pastoral stations until the early
1970s and younger Nyangumarta
people continue to work on stations
in the region today.

Whilst the north-west has been
associated with a pearling industry
since the late 19th century, there

are no major historic records

or oral histories about whether
Nyangumarta people were involved
significantly. However, pearl shell

is an important commodity in the
traditional Nyangumarta economy as

The Nyangumarta and other Aboriginal people in
the Great Sandy Desert remained largely outside
the influence of European society until the relatively
recent past. Several older Nyangumarta were young
children when their parents walked in from the
desert and many more were the first generation of
family members to be born in close proximity to
pastoral stations. Some Nyangumarta oral histories
tell of walking through the Great Sandy Desert to
visit coastal pastoral stations to trade dingo scalps
for commodities such as flour, sugar and tobacco
at the Wallal ration depot. Others tell of travelling to
attend ceremonies near an Anna Plains outcamp.
One family group can recall encountering the Kidson
Track in the extreme east of Nyangumarta country
and being confounded as to how the country could

have been so scarred.

it is used in male ritual; it is also the
basis of long-standing regional trade
between Nyangumarta and coastal
Kimberley Aboriginal groups.

For Nyangumarta and other
Aboriginal groups in the north-

west, the transition over the 20th
century from lives involving being
born and living largely in the bush

to new generations being born on
stations and towns and adopting
European custom coexisted with the
maintenance of Aboriginal language
and ways of living. These include
ceremony, knowledge and use of
country, and living in many ways
culturally apart from, but intertwined
with, the European population.

This enduring traditional culture of
the Nyangumarta people provided
for their successful native title
determination in 2009, and supports
their efforts today to manage and
care for their land and community.

An example of this enduring culture
is that the Nyangumarta language
(there are two dialects, north and
south) is spoken in all Aboriginal
communities from Yandeyarra

to Bidyadanga, and also at Port
Hedland, Marble Bar, and Broome.
The number of speakers has been

estimated by linguists at 700-800.

Nyangumarta language is considered
to have been mythologically
inscribed on country by ancestral
beings during the Pukarrikarra (the
Dreaming). The Nyangumarta term
marrngu literally means “person” and
is used by Nyangumarta and other
related language speakers in the
north-western Pilbara to distinguish
Aboriginal people from walypila,
kartiya, —-—or ‘whitefellas’ i.e. persons
of European descent. Linguistically
speaking, Nyangumarta language

is “closer” to the languages of their
northern neighbours, the Karajarri
and the Mangala.

A number of Nyangumarta women
including Winnie Gray, Rosie Munro,
Ada Stewart, Lynette Hunter,
Margaret “Nabaru” Rose, Nabaru
Wellington and Janet Stewart have
been actively involved in various
Nyangumarta language programs.
Northern Nyangumarta has been
taught at the Bidyadanga School
and Nabaru Rose holds a regular
spot on Port Hedland local Marlpa
Radio where she conducts on air
Nyangumarta language lessons.
Janet Stewart has been a primary
school language worker for many
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years. Most recently Winnie Gray,
Ada Stewart, Nabaru Rose and
Janet Stewart were involved in the
Wangka Maya Language Centre
production of the educational
language CD Nganyjurruku
Nyangumarta Muwarr.

Contemporary Nyangumarta land
use and subsistence practices are
governed by seasonal availability.
Nyangumarta people’s knowledge
of seasonal patterns has been
handed down to them from their
“old people” and much of this
information is best described as
being of an ethno-ecological nature.
Nyangumarta people recognise four
seasons: Yurra (summer or ‘hot-
time’); Wirralpuru (autumn/early
winter when cold wind blows from
the south-east); Partunu (winter or
‘dry time’ cold, windy); and, Jijimarra
(wet season, time of thunder storms,
lightning and rain; term also used

to describe the country after good
rains). Nyangumarta people look

for indicators in the landscape that
signal when certain species are
considered to be at their best. For
example, Nyangumarta people

say that Partunu is recognised as
cockatoo breeding season. When
the plain grass is dry and has lost
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its seed the following animals are
hunted: salmon, mullet, catfish,
turkey, kangaroo, lizards, pilyirri (big
grey blue tongue), lungkurta (small
brown blue tongue). In the yurra,
turtle eggs, goanna, lizards and
karlaya (emu) are sought.

Turning to the future, today
Nyangumarta people are active in
a range of industries: conservation/
land management, mining, oil and
gas, pastoralism, tourism, fishing,
and native title and heritage. In
particular, oil, gas, and mining
exploration has increased on the
Nyangumarta lands and is seen as
significant for the future. However,
there is nowhere near the level of
activity that can be found in the
western Pilbara and there are no
active oil, gas or mining projects in
the Nyangumarta lands. Tourism
to the Nyangumarta desert lands
is only just developing, and the

Nyangumarta Highway permit

system is a first, cautious step
towards promoting sustainable
tourism to the region.

Nyangumarta people also
unfortunately remain representative of
many of the issues that characterise
Indigenous disadvantage across
Australia. This includes a significant
gap in health, education, life
expectancy, child mortality and
employment when compared

with non-Indigenous Australians.
Programs such as the Nyangumarta
Warrarn Indigenous Protected Area,
which incorporates the Nyangumarta
Highway Permit System, and

Joint Management of the Eighty-
Mile Beach Marine Park with the
Department of Parks and Wildlife,
are flagship initiatives supporting
employment, training and improved
futures for Nyangumarta people.

As you leave the eastern end of the Nyangumarta Highway, only a few metres

into the Martu native title lands, you will see just off the road the remains of an
outcamp known as Paru. Paru was originally set up during “strike time”, referring
to the famous 1946 to 1949 Pilbara Aboriginal pastoral workers strike. Some
Nyangumarta participated in this strike which saw hundreds of Aboriginal workers
walk off pastoral stations and is seen by many as the beginnings of Australia’s
post war Aboriginal equal rights (and land rights) movement.

After the strike Paru became associated with Nomads Pty Ltd (Nomad) which was
run by Don McLeod (famous for being the main agitator of the 1947 Strike). Nomad
attempted to set up Aboriginal mining and residential co-operatives in the Pilbara
and at its height ran several communities and stations. Strelley Station is still
owned by Nomad and an Aboriginal school operates there today.

From the period of the strike until the late 20th century, Paru was run as a
“punishment camp” for Aboriginal people caught drinking or causing trouble
in Nomad communities. Drinkers and others were driven out to Paru along the

Paru outcamp

Nyangumarta Highway on the back on
old tractor (which is still visible) and

left for weeks at a time to “dry out”

and live a semi subsistence lifestyle
within walking distance of the water
bore. Nyangumarta Warrarn Aboriginal
Corporation cannot grant access to
Paru because it is on the Martu native
title lands, however you can easily see
remains of the camp from the end of the
Nyangumarta Highway. Please consider
this place’s historic significance to the
Nyangumarta people and Martu people
and do not enter.
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THE NYANGUMARTA WARRARN
INDIGENOUS PROTECTED ARER

Since 2009, Nyangumarta people have actively pursued ways to proactively manage
their native title lands for a range of purposes and the Nyangumarta Highway permit

system has been established to fit within a much broader program of land management.
In 2015 the Nyangumarta Warrarn Indigenous Protected Area Management Plan will be
finalised. The Management Plan addresses the conservation and management priorities
for a range of significant biodiversity and cultural values of the Nyangumarta lands.

The Commonwealth Department of the Environment administers the Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) program.

An IPA is an area of Indigenous-owned land or sea where Traditional Owners have entered into an agreement with
the Australian Government to promote biodiversity and cultural resource conservation. IPAs make a significant
contribution to Australian biodiversity conservation — making up over a third of Australia’s National Reserve System.
IPAs deliver more than environmental benefits. Managing IPAs helps Indigenous communities to protect their
significant cultural values for future generations and receive spin-off health, education, economic and social benefits

(see http://www.environment.gov.au/indigenous/ipa/).

The Commonwealth Government has funded an extensive IPA consultation process with Nyangumarta. Once the
Management Plan is approved it will mark the end of this process and the Nyangumarta Warrarn IPA will be officially
declared and become part of the Australian National Reserve System. Commonwealth funding will then be provided

for ongoing management activities undertaken by members of the Nyangumarta Warrarn Aboriginal Corporation, while

i Nna Aboriain orp NN e resn( 0 O P > N P N
tJ 1 i 4 = - yL - _l"4 4 | b




NYANGUMARTA HIGHWAY

LAND MANAGEMENT (N
THE GREAT SANDY DESERT

The Northwest Pilbara region is arid-tropical semi-desert with an annual rainfall varying
from 180 to 300 mm. Rainfall is unreliable, however unusually high rainfall resulting
from tropical cyclones can occur in the summer months. Tropical cyclones typically
form at sea between northern Australia and the Indonesian Islands and travel in a
south-westerly direction parallel to the coast, before turning inland. Summer daytime
temperatures often reach 45° C+. It is common for cyclones to cross the 80 Mile Beach
stretch of coastline into Nyangumarta country and continue inland into the desert in the
vicinity of the Nyangumarta Highway.

The majority of Nyangumarta country is located within the Great Sandy Desert (GSD) and Dampierland Interim

Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia, sub-regions both of which are under-represented in the National Reserve
System.

The GSD portion of the Nyangumarta country consists of vast sand dune complexes broken occasionally by rocky
outcrops and open expanses or dune swales. Mound springs (jila or jaramarra) feature prominently in the landscape
east of Anna Plains Station homestead. Adjacent to these springs is an extensive marsh system called the Mandora
Marsh (Nyamaringu). This area is subject to spectacular flooding following rainfall associated with cyclonic activity.

NYANGUMARTA HIGHWAY

Nyangumarta Warrarn ethno-botanical survey team 2014

NYANGUMARTA VALLVES
AND LAND MANAGEMENT

Nyangumarta have a
holistic approach to

land management.

The landscape, plants
and animals within
Nyangumarta country
have been inseparable
from Nyangumarta law,
culture, language and
traditional knowledge
since creation-time (the
Dreaming). Nyangumarta
people see maintenance
and protection of their
law, culture, language
and traditional knowledge
as integral with the
maintenance and
protection of the natural
environment.

Nyangumarta collectively hold an
extensive body of ecological and
cultural knowledge concerning

the biophysical environment. This
extensive knowledge of ceremonial
and utilitarian sites (e.g. sacred sites
and water sources) and resources
within Nyangumarta country is
coupled with a deep spiritual
attachment. Nyangumarta ecological
knowledge is inseparable from

the knowledge of the supernatural
events and forces that shape the
Nyangumarta world view. For
example, many of the names of
flora and fauna as well as rules
about how to prepare and cook
them or when to pick them were
“given” to Nyangumarta in the
Dreaming. Seasonal hunting and
gathering patterns are maintained
and Nyangumarta frequently travel
to their country to hunt, fish, and
gather. Hunting of bush turkeys is
common along the Nyangumarta
Highway in grassy areas as well as
gathering of bush tomatoes and
other plant species.

A common concern amongst
Nyangumarta is that the oldest
members of their society are

respected and that their traditional
knowledge and stories of life in the
“old days” are actively passed on
to younger generations. Typically
the best way for this to occur is
through regular trips out bush with
older Nyangumarta — hunting,
camping, talking and learning about
country. For most Nyangumarta
people, access to their desert
country is difficult and expensive as
they live where amenities, services
and schooling are available, such
as Broome, Port Hedland and
Bidyadanga. Furthermore, older
Nyangumarta struggle to travel
long distances from town to reach
Nyangumarta country and due to
illness often cannot camp out bush
for long. The Nyangumarta Warrarn
IPA Management Plan is intended
to address many of the above
issues through its ranger program
which involves young Nyangumarta
working on their country alongside
older Nyangumarta — seeing active
knowledge transfer about culture
and country in the best place it can
happen — on country.




ECOLOGICAL VALVES

The following ecological values have been identified by
Nyangumarta and are included in the IPA Management
Plan. Of special significance in the proposed IPA are:

e The complex wetland system associated with Mandora Marsh
known to Nyangumarta people as Nyamaringu. This system is part
of the Eighty Mile Beach Ramsar site (Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance).

e Walyarta (or Salt Creek) within the Mandora Marsh area holds the most
inland distribution of mangroves (Avicennia marina) in Australia. Walyarta
is also significant for its microbialite community.

e Mound springs associated with the Mandora Marsh area such as
Yalayala (Eil Eil) with its distinctive tall paperbarks (Melaleuca leucandra);
also recognised as being important bird nesting sites.

Apart from minor specific survey work there has been no systemic review of
biodiversity in the GSD; as a consequence there is very little data available
for most areas of the proposed IPA. Therefore, the following list of threatened
species is indicative rather than comprehensive.

Key threatened or vulnerable fauna species listed as occurring in the
Nyangumarta determined native title area include:

e  Greater bilby

e Australian bustard

e Northern marsupial mole

e Flatback turtle

Flora species listed as being threatened:
e (Olax spartea
Threats to the Great Sandy Desert include:

e Unregulated visitor access to sites of significance to Nyangumarta people.
e Old people’s knowledge of the area passing with them.

¢ Uncontrolled hot summer wildfires resulting in loss of biodiversity.

e Feral camels eating bush foods and damaging water sources.

e Potential mining, oil and gas exploration and/or exploitation to adversely
affect natural and cultural heritage values.

e  Continued spread of medium sized patches of buffel grass located on
the Nyangumarta Highway.

Nyangumarta Warrarn Aboriginal Corporation and Four Wheel Drive Australia Kidson Track Permit Sydney Survey Team
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